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MARCH 2011 Newsletter

10012 Franklin Avenue (located across from Campbell’s Music)

Fort McMurray, AB T9H 2K6 (780) 743-2992
suzy-qs@telus.net       www.suzyqsquiltshop.com
Tuesdays – Fridays: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm

Saturdays – 10:00 am to 5:00 pm; Sundays – 11:00 am – 3:00 pm

Mondays – closed.
Happy St.Patricks Day

Hmmmm….wonder if there is any benefit in wearing something (visible) green on 

March 17th! If I were you, I would stop in wearing green……

HAPPY SPRING
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BLOCK OF THE MONTH CLUBS
Trail Mix

This Block of the Month starts at the end of March and is a nine month program and consists of 13 blocks  and one very cute little machine appliqué  bear on a bicycle in the center. We only have a couple of spots left – sign up today! 
New Block of the Months COMING SOON!
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Quilt Shop News
· I am off to Palm Springs and Disneyland – I will do my best to bring back some warmth! As I am sitting here writing I can hear the girls…..thinking they are planning a Boss is Away Sale (and that scares me since I am away for two weekends)!
· Just a note to let you know that we will be have the CHIP in our POS system mid march – remember your PIN’s! No more swiping ( (I can’t remember mine – need to go to the bank today to get a new one before we leave!) 
· Classes for this month are filling up quickly! I must add too that if you have not had a chance to see the Easter Eggs yet – they are in the shop and are just TOOOOO awesome. Stop by, take a look and sign up today! It will be a fun afternoon with Lisa. Something a little different to learn and make! We will have kits available to choose from by March 12th! You can also download our class/events schedule  from our website at www.suzyqsquiltshop.com
· New classes for Spring and Summer are being worked on and should be posted by the beginning of April. If there is something you were looking for – let me know ASAP so I can try to find an instructor and classroom availability!

· Johnson’s Sewing Center is coming the first weekend in May to service machines. Check out our website or ask in the shop or more information and deadline dates – reserve simply by calling us or e-mailing me (must reserve by April 27th)

· Lots more fabric has arrived as well as over 45 patterns and books. Come on in and check it out!!! Our newest fabrics include Home away from Home, Patchwork Garden, Mid Summer Magic, The Daily News, Beach Babes, New Stonehenge and Stonehenge panels and over 40 new basics including new wide backings! Lots more coming including two new colors in Fireside and the new Dr. Seuss Flannels!! 
· Our new member should be arriving mid March – Lucey!! I cannot wait!

· We are still offering 25% off cross-stitch supplies (excluding floss); and 50 % off Needle Felting and Punch Needle supplies until they are gone. Chenille – 50% off (minimum one meter cuts) – only two colors left!
· UNITY HOUSE YARD SALE has been cancelled due to low participation. Sorry – we will try something else soon.
· New Cutting Dies have arrived for the Accuquilt Go and the girls rearranged that area – easier to see them all now. More new ones coming soon.
· I have been working with several professional instructors for this year – Daphne Greig is coming in May – registration will open March 15. We have also booked both Anita Zoban and Heather Stewart for this coming fall. More info to follow.
· I’m going to Salt Lake City to the Spring Quilt Market – will be ordering all the lines for next fall/winter/Christmas (that I haven’t already!!) I will keep you posted!
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February classes/events highlights:

· Saturday, March 5th
Knitting 101


10 – 1
· Saturday, March 5th
Crochet 101


1:30 – 4:30
· Saturday, March 5th 
Hand Appliqué


10 – 4
· Saturday, March 5th 
Blizzard Bunch P/U


all day
· Wednesday, March 9
Even Madder Wednesday P/U
10 – 2 (without penalty)
· Saturday, March 12

Even Madder Saturday P/U

10 -2 (without penalty)
· Saturday, March 12

BSS Block 6


10 -11
· Saturday, March 12

Binding Technique


12 -3 
· Saturday, March 12

Design Magic


12 -4
· Sunday, March 13

Patchwork PDQ


10-3
· Monday, March 14

Guild Meeting @ Heritage Park
7-9pm
· Thursday, March 17th
St. Patrick’s Day (hmmmmm)

all day
· Thursday, March 17th
BCS Mystery Clue #6

all day
· Friday, March 18

The Natural


10 – 4:30
· Saturday, March 19

Chilly Charmers P/U

all day
· Saturday, March 19

In House Mystery Clue # 3

all day
· Saturday, March 19

BSS Settings Class


10 -2
· Saturday, March 19

Easter Eggs


2:30 – 4:30
· Sunday, March 20

Essentials 101


11-3
· Sunday, March 20

Raw Edge Appliqué


11 -1
· Friday, March 25

Knitting 101


11 -2
· Saturday, March 26

Beginner Madness P/U

10 –Noon (without penalty)
· Saturday, March 26

Banner BOM P/U


all day
· Saturday, March 26

Essentials 101


10 -2
· Saturday, March 26

Knitters BOM #3


2 – 4
· Monday, March 28

Guild Meeting @ Suzy Q’s

7 -9pm
· Wednesday, March 30
Trail Mix BOM P/U


all day
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Knitting News
Suzy Q’s stocks a wide variety of yarns, patterns, books, notions and specialty items.  Yarn stock includes: Patons Canadiana, Shetland Chunky, Bohemian, Devine, Astra, Grace, Décor, Tweeds, Beehive Baby Sport & Chunky, Stretch and Kroy Sock Yarns, Sirdar Snuggly, Escape, Crofter, and the newest Baby Snowball. We also have Fibra Natura Yummy, Hacho Merino Wool, Universal Patchwork, Viking Naturgram, and Noro Silk Garden. Recently added yarns include Big Softie, Connemara, Squiggle, Tiny Tots, Baby Bamboo, Snowflake Chunky, Diamond Tweed, and Indie. The Diamond Luxury Collection - Pure Silk Lace is now here as well as the newest colors of Kroy & Stetch Sock Yarn. Lots of new patterns/booklets too!  
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Other News:
· Winner of the $25 Gift Card for the February Newsletter question is Isabelle Doblanko – congrats!!!
· Daphne Greig – workshops and registration will begin March 15th. Mark your calendars for the May 28th/29th weekend! 
· Friday Night – Social/Trunk Show

· Saturday Workshop: Give & Take Appliqué
· Sunday Workshop: Simple Stained Glass
· Heather Stewart will be back for the October 21-23rd 2011 weekend. Friday night will be Tips & Tricks lecture; Saturday will be the all day Color Theory workshop, Saturday evening – lecture on Creativity and finally on Sunday she will do a workshop for a quilt called Venetian Puzzle Quilt! Keep your eyes posted to the website for registration information.
· Anita Zobens, a certified Superior Threads Educator will be coming for the weekend of September 9 -11th, 2011. She will be doing a lecture on threads, a workshop called OPEN BAR THREAD (totally cool) and another workshop called the APPLIQUE BUFFET! Keep your eyes peels for more information. This will be FANTASTIC!

For some NOT so good news…on the International Cotton Shortage
For those of you who are not aware, there is a huge cotton shortage - internationally. The price of raw cotton has reached about 90 cents per pound – up from about 40 to 50 cents last fall. In a real short explanation – this is why – there have been several unforeseen circumstances that have occurred – first, the main exporter of cotton (China) has been hit with droughts – damaging cotton crops. The second major exporter – India – has restricted exporting as they need what they have and the third major provider is Pakistan who has been hit very very hard with floods – damaging almost all crops.

The manufactures who provide US with our fabulous cotton fabrics (threads, yarn, batting…anything with cotton in it) were hoping to be able to hold their prices and they have done a great job. However – when THEIR cost has almost doubled….guess what! Yep – we are starting to see some fairly significant increases in costs. THIS shop, will continue to work with suppliers, attempting to order lines in shorter cuts, large amounts etc., to try to get the best possible price and freight so that YOU don not have to pay more either. We have already seen some increases of over 75 cents per meter (wholesale). My promise is – I will do my best NOT to increase fabric prices – but that being said – it MAY be inevitable. We will just have to see. Batting prices along with freight increases have increased too much for me to hold prices the way they are – one the stock is low and I need to re-order, prices for batting will be increasing – I anticipate approximately $1 per meter – hoping less!!!  Threads – not totally sure yet – I have not been able to get confirmation, but I would suspect by April or May – price will also increase – so just a warning. Yarns – not sure either. I promise to keep you posted and please – I am NOT increasing prices because we LIVE in Fort McMurray – they are simply reflective of the international market. Again, I will do my best to hold the fabric prices until this works itself out. That being said – once I get back from Spring Market I will have a lot more information about the future prices of fabric. Thanks for listening!
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 GIFT CARDS/WISH LIST

Tell your friends, tell your spouses, tell your children and MAKE YOUR LIST! Suzy Q’s will offer a service where you can list the items that you would like for a gift or special occasion. The gift-giver can then contact the store and we will be able to easily print out/fax your ‘wish list’ for review. The gift-giver will then have the choice of having the items specially wrapped and ready to pick up. A small donation for this service would be appreciated – donations will be given to the Unity House Fundraiser. Gift Cards will also be available in any denomination from $10.00 to $250.00. 
[image: image8.png]



LONGARM MACHINE QUILTING News:

We are now accepting quilts to be Longarm machine quilted in the shop. Quilts will be quilted on a first come first quilted basis. When you drop your quilt off, we will be able to give you an approximate turn around time (depending on volume) as well as an estimate. 
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E-mail me back with what professional instructor workshop you are most interested in and you will be entered to win a $25 gift card for Suzy Q’s Quilt Shop. Winner will be listed in the April 2011 newsletter!
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